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Prior to joining the Administration, Riley served as chief speechwriter on a prominent U.S. Senate campaign
and in the Capitol Hill office of a U.S. Senator from his home state of Illinois. In addition to his work on behalf
of clients, Riley has written under his own byline for publications such as POLITICO Magazine and The
Huffington Post; taught a PhD-level seminar at the University of Chicago; guest lectured at Georgetown
University, American University, and at professional conferences; and provided television and radio
commentary on the BBC, Al-Jazeera World, ABC-TV Australia, National Public Radio, and Sirius XM, among
other outlets. He is also a Pushcart Prize-nominated essayist.
Riley first came to Washington, DC in 2008—as an intern for then-Senator Barack Obama. A Chicago native,
he is a graduate of the University of Illinois, an Eagle Scout, and a licensed pilot. He lives with his wife and
their intrepid rescue hound near Capitol Hill.
###

